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UPI BIDDER FACES QUESTIONS ABOUT INTELLIGENCE SERVICE SOUTH AFRICAN TIES
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went back."

SerVaas, a conservat1ve Republlcan who with his wife Cdry—

Saturday Evening Post, also has been criticized by some forme
paylng ldw wages and for keeplng a t1ght rein on edltdrlal co

Hxs company, the Curtxs Publlshlng Co., malnly consisting

- If his 1nvestdr group succeeds in buyxng Unlted Press Internatldnal
. industrialist Beurt ServVaas ‘may have to explain to the news xndustry hlS World
o uar II 1ntelllgence service. dr allegatldns he had tlES to Sdu
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Indiana

th Afrlca.

dane rev1ved the

f employees fdr
1tent

df manufacturxng

concerns, ‘has been a defendant in numerous suits aimed at collectlng unpaxd

bills, accordxng to Securities and Exchange CDliSSlQn record

, SerVaas, who does nat’ d1sgulse his anger at the cr1t1clsms
CIA

ServVaas bdasts that he has withstood years of pub11c scrutl

R | have had to live a crystal clear life fdr all my llfe,
 series of interviews. ‘'People have always been curious about

life. Everythlng I have is a public record. They've (newspape

E 1nvest1gated me within an 1nch df my 11fe."

S. L

2's commission fdr

' he said ina
every facet of- my
r repdrters)

Hdwever, he decllned to answer in detall some questldns about h15 background

' SerVaas is presxdent of UPI Acqu151t10n Group, Inc., wh1ch

recently offered

| $21 million cash ta buy the 78-year-old wire service from Chapter: 11 bankruptcy*

protection. He has not identified his partner or partners and
if the bid, which also includes a pledge df $20 million in wo
flve years, is. selected S _

i :

Sdurces famxllar with UPI's sale prdcess said SerVaas s grdup 15 a leadlng

f'contender to buy the company .

*'* * % k%

f SerVaas, 66 ‘said he has been haunted by unfa1r
pf CIA ties.

S .
_gatlons and "1nnuendds"‘;
During World War II he was a naval offlcer with the American

Intelligence Command, later renamed the Office df Strateg1c Servxces and,

’;.ultlmately, the CIA.

He sa1d that when it became the CIA he was in cn1na assxstlng Gen Gedrge

".’Harshall in negotlatlng an agreement with the communists and

'-"wnen I came back (to the United: States), there was llttﬂe sent1ment and no
T left the agency and never

money for . 1ntellxgence act1v1ties," SerVaas saxd

nat1dna115ts..'

‘ws. :
[ 3

Conbnued -

) says he 1eft the
nearly 40 years ago. He dismisses as lacking ‘any ev1dence any proof,
.any corroboratlun"'publlshed repaorts that he invested in a Sduth Afrlcan

o newspaper operatxng as a gdvernment front but acknduledges he con51dered it.

) }ny as president of
. the Indianapolis cxty-county council and cha1rman aof the stat' '
,‘hlgher educatldn.- -

says he will anly
rking capltal_dver S
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SerVaés's resume makes no mention of his activities between 1944 and 1962,
when he apparently mostly was in business for himself.

In 1946, while studying at the Indiana University School of. Medicine, SerVaas

became an owner of International Investigators, Inc., an Indianapolis-based
private investigative agency.

Servaas described the firm as a '‘little investigative service'' run by four

former FBI employees, some of whom he met in the naval reserve. He said ''they
ran short on money,'' and he loaned them $25,000 to $30,000 in return for stock
in the firm. the firm's investigations and sold his stock within 40 days.

Former CIA Directar Richard Helms, called SerVaas's ''claose friend over

many years'' in a 1979 article in the Columbia Journalism Review, said he worked
with Servaas on the Indianapolis Times between 1937 and 1941 but believes he

has '’'not laid eyes on Beurt Servaas since.''’

Helms called it '‘ridiculous'' to even suggest the CIA, through a former
operative, would be interested in acguiring UPI.

"'If it ever came up in the Congress, there'd be such a rocking scandal
they'd (the CIA) never survive it,'’' he said.

Helms was asked about the possibility a purchaser with any CIA involvement
might hurt UPI's ability to market its report in Third World countries.

''The answer is, don't sell it to anybody who had any CIA connections,'®
Helms said. ''It's that simple.'' ---
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